Temporary axillo-femoral bypass for abdominal aortic aneurysm repair in high risk patients.
Abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) is sometimes associated with coronary artery and valvular disease. We report the successful treatment of a 76-year-old woman diagnosed with an infrarenal AAA, associated with severe mitral regurgitation and double-vessel coronary artery disease. First, AAA repair, using temporary axillo-femoral bypasses on both sides was done. Second, after 77 days, we simultaneously undertook coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) and mitral valve repair. This staged operation achieved an excellent result. This rarely used abdominal aortic surgical procedure contributed to minimizing variations in afterload, an important consideration in high risk cardiac patients.